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lntemational Conference on Peace, Security, Dernocracy and
Developrnent in the Great Lakes Region

First Summit of Heads of State and Govemment
Dar-Es-Salaam, 19-20 November 2004

DAR-ES-SALAAM DECLARA TION ON PEACE,
SECURlTY, DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT IN

THE GREA T LAKES REGION



I. PREAMBLE

l. We the Heads of State and Govemment of Member countries of the lntemational

,

Conference on the Great Lakes Region, meeting in Dar Es-Salaam, on 19 and 20
November 2004, under the auspices ofthe United Nations and the African Union;

2. Deeply concerned about the endemic conflicts and persistent insecurity caused or
aggravated by, inter alia, economi c stagnation and poverty aggravation, mistrust and
suspicion between governments, massive violations of human rights and other policies of
exclusion and marginalisation, gender inequality, lise of violence far conquering and
conserving power, impunity of crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes,
illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons, proliferation of armed groups,
organized crime and illegal exploitation of natural resources; recognising the efforts
undertaken at national, regional and international level to resolve these endemic
problems;

3. Recalling that the causes of conflict and insecurity in the region can also be found
in our history, including, inter alla, pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial eras;

4. A ware of the need to respect democracy and good govemance, the fundamentaI
principles enshrined in the UN Charter and the Constitutive Act of the AU such as
territoriaI integrity, sovereignty, non-interference and non-aggression, prohibition of any
Member State from alIowing the use of its territory as a base far aggression and
subversion against another Member State, as well as the need far effective and sustained
politicaI will to jointly seek peacefuI soIutions and especialIy to honour our commitments
in a spirit of mutuaI trust;

5. Conscious that the crises and conflicts affecting one country can rapidly spread to
another, and even to the entire regio n, owing to the close links existing between our

peoples;

6. Deeply concerned about the humanitarian and social consequences of crises and
armed conflicts especially violations ofthe human rights ofwomen, children, the elderly,
the disabled and youth, the recruitment and lise of child soldiers in armed conflicts, the
sexual violence and exploitation of girls and women and their lise as sexual slaves, the
forced displacement of populations, the vulnerability of communities living at the
borders, the destruction of basic servi ce s, especially the health and education
infrastructures, the food insecurity and subsequent malnutrition of populations, the
degradation of the eco-system and human settlements, and the strain on the allocation of
national resources between the security and soci al sectors;

7. Concerned about the impact of armed conflicts on the environment, particularly
the effect of refugees and intemally displaced persons on the degradation of the
ecosystem of the. Congo River Basin and the African Great Lakes region, and fully
aware ofthe link between peace, environment and development;

8. Deeply concerned aver the lack of full application of essentiallegal instruments
contained in lntemational Humanitarian Law and some basic principles, notably those



conceming refugees and displaced persons, leading to serious breaches in the protection
cf, and delivery of humanitarian assistance to, affected populations;

9. Concerned aver the mv/AIDS scourge, the spread ofMalaria, Tuberculosis and
other infectious diseases, the high illiteracy rate, and their consequences on hurnan

developrnent;

lO. Aware of the lag in economic development and regional integration linked to,
among other factors, unsound policy choices, mixed results of structural adjustment
programmes, the mismanagement of public resources, the unsustainable debt burden and
the destructive effects ofwar;

Il. Considering that the discrimination against women, particularly at decision-
making levels, in the areas ofpeace and security, democracy and political, economi c and
social governance calls far a deliberate, immediate and sustainable redress;

12. Aware ofthe fact that politicalleaders need to work individually and collectively
towards reconstruction and development of the region and to promote a future of peace,
stability and prosperity;

13. Convinced that the best way to build a viable future far alI is through re-
establishment of interstate and intrastate relations based on trust, revitalisation of
cooperation and integration, within th~ framework of a regional and inclusive vision far
the promotion ofsustainable peace, security, democracy and development;

Il. VISION

14. Declare our collective deterrnination to transform the Great Lakes Region into a
space of sustainable peace and security far States and peoples, political and social
stability, shared growth and development, a space of cooperation based on the strategies
and policies of convergence within the framework of a common destiny which we afe
deterrnined to build, in line with the aspirations of our peoples, in conformity also with
the AU Vision and Mission, with the full participation of alI our peoples, and in
partnership with the United Nations, the African Union, and the lntemational Community
as a whole;

15. Reaffirm our commitment to achieving this common destiny with strict
compliance to the UN Charter, the Constitutive Act of the African Union, the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights, the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, as
well as alI relevant intemational and regionallegal instruments;

16. Commit ourselves to build a Great Lakes Region that is open to other regions of
the Continent, by building our cooperation on priority areas: Peace and Security,
Democracy and Good Governance, Economic Development and Regional Integration,
Humanitarian and Social Issues and to achieve our vision through the priority policy
options, guiding principles and mechanisms hereunder;
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ill. PRIORITY POLICY OPTIONS AND GUmING PRINCIPLES

PEACE and SECURITY

Commit ourselves to:

17. Fully support the national peace processes in the region and refrain from any
acts, statements or attitudes likely to negatively impact them, including through the
media;

18. Strengthen bilateral and regional cooperation, through the adoption and effective
implementation ofNon-Aggression and Common Defence Pacts;

19. Establish an etTective regional security framework far the prevention,
management and peaceful settlement of conflicts and, to this end, evaluate regularly
relevant sub-regional initiatives and mechanisms and adapt them while encouraging
appropriate traditional structures;

20. Fight genocide in the Great Lakes Region and hereby undertake to neutralize,
disarm, arrest and transfer to relevant international tribunals the perpetrators of genocide,
including the forces that committed genocide in Rwanda in 1994 and any such other
forces that may occur in future in accordance with the 1948 Genocide Convention and
relevant United Nations Security Council Resolutions.

21. Strengthen cooperation in the area of defence and security and promote
confidence building by establishing policies, measures and mechanisms aimed at
enhancing good neighbourliness and multi-sectoral cooperation;

22. Promote common 'policies to put an end to the proliferation of illicit small arms
and light weapons, as well as anti-personnel mines and, in that regard, harmonize and
ensure the implementation ofexistingagreements and mechanisms;

23. Ensure security at common borders within the context of trans-border proximity
management strategie s, in consultation with the populations of these areas;

24. Prevent any direct or indirect support, delivery of arms or any other form of
assistance to armed groups operating in the region, and deny use of any territory by
armed groups to carry out acts of aggression or subversion against other Member States;

25. Adopt and implement, in an etTective and sustainable way, national
disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration programmes (DDR) and, where
applicable, ensure regional coordination far repatriation and resettlement components
(DDRRR), taking into account the special needs of former child soldiers and female ex-

combatants ;
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Commit ourselves io:
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35. Adopt deliberate policies and rnechanisrns far prornoting gender equality at alI
levels and in alI sectors, at the national and regional levels, in accordance with the
Millenniurn Declaration, the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000), the
Convention on the Elirnination of alI forrns ofDiscrirnination against Wornen (CEDA W),
the African Charter on Hurnan and Peoples' Rights, the Protocol on the Rights ofWornen
in Africa, the Beijing Platform far Action and the African Union's Declaration on Gender
Equality in Africa;

36. Encourage political and legaI cooperation between States ofthe region to address
crimes, particularly genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and terrorism~

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INTEGRA TION

Commit ourselves to:

37. Promote a shared vision of economi c development and regional integration that
supports comprehensive and sustainable development;

38. Attain regional integration through working towards the harmonisation of
economic cooperation instruments, and adopt strategies far macro-economic
convergence, and the implementation of regional policies far the free movement of
people, goods and services;

39. Cooperate in enhancing economi c growth through economic integration and
addressing the major challenges faced by the countries, particularly by incorporating an
integrated strategy to ensure regional reconstruction of productive sectors and

infrastructure;

40. Establish or strengthen regional legaI, adrninistrative and institutional
frarneworks and develop capacity for regional integration;

41. Build a unified economi c space far enhanced economic efficiency and far the
eradication ofpoverty, and achieving sustainable economi c development;

42. Promote growth and developrnent through revitalisation and harrnonisation of
existing regional integration organisations and the establishrnent of trans-border

poles/zones;

43. Adopt regional policies far the promotion of a vibrant, sociaIIy responsible
private sector within an environment that is conducive to investments through, inter alla,
a mechanism far the integration of the informaI sector into the mainstream economy;

44. Promote regional policies and strategies far the diversification and enhancement
of sources of income, competitiveness of productive sectors, rational management of land
resources, sustained and sound management of vital regional natural and environmental
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Commit ourselves io:
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We decide io:
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v. FINAL PROVISIONS

80. Invite the Group of Friends of the Great Lakes Region to continue their
commendable diplomatic, political, technical and tinancial support in order to help create
conditions conducive to the implementation of this Declaration and for the requisite
preparation of decisions of the Second Summit;

81. Further invite the UN and the AU in consultation with the host country of our
First Summit and with the support of the Group of Friends of the Great Lakes Region, to
assist Member States of the Conference to implement the Declaration until the Second
Summit of the Conference;

82. Declare that the present Declaration takes effect immediately and undertake to
respect and implement its provisions.
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5. ~=i<ABILA 6. H.E.MWAI KIBAKI
President ofthe Democratic Republic ofCongo preSi~ ofKenya

8. H.E. aMAR HASSAN AL-BASHIR
President ofthe Republic ofthe

Sudan
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9. H.E. BENJAMIN Wll.,LIAM :MKAPA

President ofthe United Republic ofTanzania
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l O. ~f~~~~~~E VENI
President ofthe Republic ofUganda
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blic of Zambia
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1. H.E. JOSE EDUARDO DOS SANTO~
f JPresident ofthe Republic of Angola

7. H.E.PAULKAGAME
President ofthe Republic ofRwanda



Witnesses
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H.E.2. Gabonese Republic
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8. H.E.'KOFI ANNAN

Secretary- General of the United

Nations


