


Millennium Development Goals: Progress Report

he world decided in the year 2000 to launch

a concerted attack on poverty and the prob-
lems of illiteracy, hunger, discrimination against
women, unsafe drinking water and a degraded
environment.

Meeting at the United Nations at the dawn of the
new Millennium, leaders from virtually all countries
agreed to a set of eight ambitious Goals. Develop-
ing countries, the most highly victimized by
poverty, have been taking the lead in this cam-
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paign, especially regarding the first seven Goals
concerning direct improvements in human well-
being. The eighth Goal includes steps that
developed countries need to take in support of the
campaigns of developing countries to win the first
round in the fight to ultimately eradicate poverty.

How far along are we?
Most of the targets set for progress on the Millen-
nium Development Goals are benchmarked for the
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period 1990 to 2015 — promising clear and measur-
able improvement on standards prevailing in 1990
by the end of 2015. The chart below shows progress
up to September 2004, drawing on the latest infor-
mation from all countries of the world and from
the UN family of operational agencies. See the back
page for more on where we stand on Goal 8.
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The chart shows the targets set by the Millennium
Development Goals for achievement by 2015 (or
by 2005, in the case of equal access to schooling
for girls).

Green squares indicate that in a particular sub-
region, the MDG target has been met, or is on

track for achievement or near achievement by
2015. Orange indicates progress, but at a rate that
is so far insufficient to meet the target. Red
squares flag areas where there is no change or
negative change relative to the target, since 1990,
or where current levels are unsatisfactory in com-

parison with global standards. A lack of data is
shown by a gray box with three dots.

Country experiences in each region may differ
significantly from the regional average. For the
regional groupings and country data, see
http://millenniumindicators.un.org.

Sources: United Nations, based on data and estimates provided by: Food and Agriculture Organization; Inter-Parliamentary Union; International Labour Organization; UNESCO; UNICEF;
World Health Organization; UNAIDS; UN-Habitat; World Bank — based on statistics available September 2004.

Compiled by: Statistics Division, UN DESA



Progress on Goal 8 -
A global partnership for development

ower trade barriers would bring hun-

dreds of billions of dollars in extra income
- spread across all mations, including the rich-
est, but benefiting especially the developing
countries. The 2001 meeting of the World
Trade Organization im the city of Doha provid-
ed a good start on a "development round” of
trade talks. Negotiations resumed in 2004,
According to development institutions, devel-
oping countries are losing more in blocked
access to rich country markets than they gain
from foreign aid {or QDA for "official devel-
opment assistamca").

Im addition to mobilizing their own
resources and to benefiting from a more open
trading system, poor countries will need at
least $100 billion a year in ODA to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals across the
board, according to a number of credible
studies. Simce the Millennivm Swmmit, QDA
has grown from just over $50 billion a year to
£68 billion in 2003 — a substantial increase, but
still falling short of estimated needs and rep-

For more information, or to help:

resenting a bare one quarter of one per cent
of denor countries’ overall annual income.

Many poor countries have fallen into a debt
trap. A plan approved by the international
community makes 38 "heavily indebted poor
countries” {HIFC) eligible for debt relief. But
difficulties these countries have had in meet-
ing requirements have slowed rescue efforts.
Although it = projected that 27 gqualifying
countries should see their debt stock fall by
two thirds under the HIFC initiative, most
observers, as well as international financial
imstitutions, judge that faster relief for more
countries is called for.

The United Mations and others have bro-
kered agreements with governments and
large pharmaceutical companies that hawve
brought prices down sharply in developing
countries for anti-retroviral drugs for freating
HIV/AIDS. Spending on AIDS totalled $4.7 bil-
lion last year, up from $1.7 billion in 2002, But
an estimated $12 billion is needed next year
to combat the disease, and $20 billion in 2006
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to halt its spread. Donors are backing the UMN's
Roll Back Malaria campaign and mew freat-
mient methods for tuberculosis promoted by
the World Health ©rganization. But against
these diseases as well as against AIDS, a hard
fight lies ahead.

2005 a critical year
Looking ahead to the 2005 five-year review of
implementation of the Millennium Declara-
tion, Secretary-General Kofi Annan reported
to the UN General Assembly in September
2004 that "overcoming human poverty will
require a quamntum leap in scale and ambition:
miore natiomally owned strategies and poli-
cies, stronger institutions, wider participatory
processes, focused inwvestments in economic
and social infrastrecture, and more resources,
external and intermal. Realistically, if the goalks
are to be reached, these developments need
to happen very socon.”

"We must seize this opportunity,” the Secre-
tary-General said.





