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Statement by NATO Foreign Ministers

1 April 2014

We, the Foreign Ministers of NATO, are united in our condemnation of Russia’s illegal
military intervention in Ukraine and Russia’s violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity. We do not recognize Russia’s illegal and illegitimate attempt to annex Crimea. We
urge Russia to take immediate steps, as set out in the statement by the NATO-Ukraine Com-
mission, to return to compliance with international law and its international obligations and
responsibilities, and to engage immediately in a genuine dialogue towards a political and dip-
lomatic solution that respects international law and Ukraine’s internationally recognized bor-
ders. We support the deployment of an OSCE monitoring mission to Ukraine.

Our goal of a Euro-Atlantic region whole, free, and at peace has not changed, but has
been fundamentally challenged by Russia. We support the sovereignty, political independ-
ence, and territorial integrity of all states within their internationally recognised borders. An
independent, sovereign, and stable Ukraine, firmly committed to democracy and respect for
human rights, minorities, and the rule of law, is key to Euro-Atlantic security.

In order to demonstrate our commitment to Ukraine, we will intensify our cooperation
in the framework of our Distinctive Partnership. Today NATO and Ukraine have agreed, as set
out in the statement by the NATO-Ukraine Commission, to implement immediate and longer-
term measures in order to strengthen Ukraine’s ability to provide for its own security.

We have also today agreed a package of measures aimed at deepening our coopera-
tion with other NATO partners in Eastern Europe, in consultation with them and within our
existing bilateral programmes.
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Over the past twenty years, NATO has consistently worked for closer cooperation and
trust with Russia. However, Russia has violated international law and has acted in contradic-
tion with the principles and commitments in the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council Basic Doc-
ument, the NATO-Russia Founding Act, and the Rome Declaration. It has gravely breached
the trust upon which our cooperation must be based.

We have decided to suspend all practical civilian and military cooperation between
NATO and Russia. Our political dialogue in the NATO-Russia Council can continue, as neces-
sary, at the Ambassadorial level and above, to allow us to exchange views, first and foremost
on this crisis. We will review NATQ'’s relations with Russia at our next meeting in June.

As stated by our Heads of State and Government at the Chicago Summit in 2012, NATO
is based on solidarity, Alliance cohesion, and the indivisibility of our security. In the current
situation, the Alliance has already taken steps to demonstrate solidarity and strengthen its
ability to anticipate and respond quickly to any challenges to Alliance security. We will contin-
ue to provide appropriate reinforcement and visible assurance of NATO'’s cohesion and com-
mitment to deterrence and collective defence against any threat of aggression to the Alliance.
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